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Rabbies N eicher of them could be oppos 4d: - his Aﬀti- 
ens not to be deny d, and hg Words not to be contra- 
dicted: and $4 the People knew not well what to 
think ; | wu by a Reſglution;whether he 
was be ">; whether he Foie {ten frafn God, or 
Himſelf, or it may be from an evil Spirit. * 
The il; rs coftriiſhed -gt Doffine, 

jun it with that ſupernatural Authority. hon 
fpake like; Gr) Pak, Faxethe Ta) , the 
ont fent FP Peedend bin, oy this 
Chapter , to their Maſters the High-Prieft and 
Phariſees. Neither did-any man-everdo-like him : 
for when Chriſt ſhall come., will he do more miracles 
than this man ? was the Challehp e of thoſe that 
did-+ And that-:the xeſt- t. ed not on bim, 
who | == among them * ach WorBY ts ROrtadbad 
done , was judg'd"by or Lord ,»imithis|Goaſpel, 
to be the great Aggravation of their Sin. For his 
| Works were evident nw ve Teſtimonies 
of his Miffion,” and- to'them he ly Jewiſh 

the Unbievers' for their-full Conyi ON.) BH 
And 'yet; for all this;there-wereiriot,many who 
believed” on him ;/ thoſe not the Rulers or... the 
Learned : neither continued they-long in that juſt 
and wel -grounded- Perſwafion.; Thoſe: who had 
ſeen his late gredt" Miracle: of the'Loaves ;. had 
fed, of it, had atisfhed. thew! Hunger and their 
Doubts, 
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Doubts; almoft all oy ? W hile, 
for one. hard , Sayang. . Mey i Py Fe 5 Be went 


back , and walked not with be” 5 LN that the 
T welve were asked,, Whether they would depart 
from him, alſo? And when afterwards he, came 
up to Jeruſalem, there. was Hp mera concern- 

ing bim.. Dn iy as 


b- be decerveth Knew notch ow 


and therefore in the 
make, Was not his. De 
his own Deviſing 
theſe ies he TAs Ps 
manger, as.retorts all the cg of thoſe Doubts 
open. the Unbehevers themſel emelyes: EVINS, NM A 
in account. of. by or Face Ki 
FO Jy a 


perplexes; them... EETLNE. 
my. own,' but . from a CO nh me y': fo miick 


you.could not but. have own, .had you'been 
rightly. ualified for. 1 1t, But. HITAS after which, br | 
ſeem Fa a4 es ſo curious, | Nh We 
very likely to. unde te Heh vo 
take , and, the Dif] Gig ok ey Hs 
monk OED the Wl or | | 

to.do it. Heithat ill,._ is Pola bl 
to, do Gud's Will, he fol know it. This the 0 
dire&tly and primarily intended by- the. Tex IG 


* 
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De 


lating to the Doctrine as propounded to be known. 
There 1s too another Conſequent to this, -and to 
which the Words may extend ; regarding the ſame 
Do&trine as known already : If any one will or ſhall 
do the will of God, which he now knows in part, 
he ſhall know it better and further ; be more con- 
firmed and advanced in that his Knowledge, by 
the Practice. | 

The firſt Propoſition is this ;. If any one is wil- 
ling to do the Will of God, as ſoon as he may 
have the Favour to be acquainted with it ; he, 
when it ſhall be told him , ſhall not fail to know, 
and diſcern it. And this Willingneſs to do, we 
are to underſtand to be ſuch, as may anſwer in 
ſome meaſure to the Dignity, Reaſonableneſs, and 
Neceflity of the Work ; the Doing the Will of the 
great God : a Will the moſt wiſe, the moſt holy, the 
moſt juſt, moſt worthy to take place; to which it is 
our Honour, our Perfection and our Happineſsto'con- 
form, and no leſs our Duty and our Intere$ : we 
that have been created by the Power of his 
Almighty Will, ever fince ſuftained by its graci- 
ous Providence, ſtill dependant, and eternally ob- 
noxious to the Favour or Diſpleaſure of his final 
W:E to be hereafter declar'd, when he ſhall come 
to call us to account for that part of his Will he has 


already injoyn'd. 
The 
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The Will of this our great LO RD, he that is 
thus willing to do, will firſt be as earneſt and zea- 
lous to know ; diligent and heedful in his Attenti- 
' on; punctual and exa& in his Inquiries ; left he 
ſhould be defettive or miſtaken, when he comes to 
act, in an Afﬀair of ſo high a Nature, and of ſuch 
weighty Conſequence. | 

And ſuch a defire to know, it muſt be confels'd, 
would certainly follow : But this may not ſeem 
at firſt fight to have been meant here by our Sa- 
viour ; and though he refle&s upon his Auditors 
Unwillingneſs to do, yet their Fogerne to know 
muſt. we not ſuppoſe him to admit? For very 
great Multitudes follow'd into Deſerts to hear him : 
and much Diſcourſe, and great Debates there 
were, concerning him and his Doctrine. 

But notwithſtanding allthis Appearance of Wil- 
lingneſs to hear and to be inform'd, there might 
have been no ſach- great defire to know. 

For Curiofity and Inquiſitiveneſs is ſatisfied of- 
ten with ſomething ſhort of Knowledge. It 1s e- 
nough ſometimes to have went to the Place, wh- 
therothers throng ; to have made up one of the 
 Afﬀembly, and to have ſeen the fam'd Preacher. 
Men too when they hear, do not always attend ; 
their Eyes gaze, and their Thoughts wander : Or 
if they do, it may be to the graceful Meen, the 
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| ſweet Voice, the elegant Style, the pathetick or 
the rational way of the Diſcourſe, and not to the 
merit of the Argument, and purpoſe of the 
Do&rine. 

Though they went not out into the wilderneſs to 
ſee a Reed ſhaken with the wind, yet they might 
go to ſee a Man that curd ſuch a Neighbour ; 
to be preſent at ſome ſtrange fight themſelves ; to 
be able to report a Miracle of their own know 
ledge ; or to be Gueſts at one of thoſe wonderful 
Entertainments. Or elſe they might have went to 
| hear one, who ſpar'd not the Greateſt, who re- 
buk'd the High-Priefts, and corrected the Scribes 
and Phariſees. 

They might too have heard fo much, as not to 
be ignorant, and yet not ſo much as to know ; as 
much as would let them underſtand ſomething of 
the Diſpute in faſhion, and enable them to main- | 
tain one fide of the Argument ; to hold up Con- 
verſation, and to talk of Feſus : but not to make a 
judgment in good earneſt ; a practical one, by 
which they would determine their A&tions 1 and 
which they would ſtand by with their Lives : 
fuch a real effetual one, as they would have 
made, had they been willing to do. 

- But though 1n the general, they might be wil- 
ting to know, and not only hear him gladly, but 


Q 
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do many things for bis ſake ; yet many things ſtill 
there might be, which they might be either unfit 
or unwilling to underſtand : either their former 
Prejudices might obſtruct, or their Intereſts and 
Paſſions difturb and oppoſe ; if their will todo God's 
Will were not firm and reſolute, ftrong enough to 
_ ſet aſide thoſe Hinderances, and over-rule' all 
ContradiCtions. 

The power of fingle Przpofleſfion, and (| Lela 
tive Prejudice, is well known. An Opinion once 
poſleſs'd of us claimsa kind of Right, a legal Fa- 
vour to be ſhewn it ; and if the Pofſeflion be an- 
cient, and time out of mind,, the Title is not eafie 
to be evicted : But as a Prejudice, it 1s a Point al- 
ready judg'd and ſettled, hardly to be brought in- 
to queſtion before the ſame Judge, much leſs to 
be reversd by him. And for ſuch Reaſons only, 
it might have been hard for an innocent Phariſee, 
to find the Ceremonies and Obſervations of his Self 
diſparag'd and diſcharg'd ; thoſe which the great 
Rabbies had encouraged, and the Tradition of their 
Fore-fathers had- recommended : but much leſs 
could he ever * admit, that the Ceremonial Law of 
Moſes was to give way, and that a Greater than' 
Moſes himſelf was now ſpeaking unto them. He 
might be willing to do the Divine Will, as he now 
Ns Ana it to be, conformable to his Education 

B 2 and 
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and Prafice : willing to do the Will of God, but 
as. willing, at the ſame time, to do the will of 
Moſes and the Elders. 
But if now we ſup} ofe this Phariſee to be ſome: 
overning Maſter, whole Authority is founded in his 
\ a of thoſe I raditions ; and whoſe high. 
ſatisfaction 1t 1s to fit in. Moſes his Seat, and to. be 
called Rabbi : he 1s then-ſo much addicted to.them, 
not only by Przpofleſhon of Mind, but by the Pre- 
ingagement of his Afe&:ons,that ſhould Moſes him- 
ſelf have come, he might not have been willing to 
leave the Chair ;, much leſs to hear any of his.old 
oracular Learning upon the Law, which made, 
him Great, but that of no effe&, cenſur'd and 
condemn'd by this. Law-giver. For he is not fo 
willing to.do. God's Will, as to preſerve his own, 
Place and Reputation ; that we may not imagine 
he would be controll'd by our Saviour, and de- 
ſcend. to learn from the Galzlean, and one that 
never knew Letters. 

But ſtill if we go further, and. underſtand ſome 
one of the avaritious, malicious, lewd and hypocri- 
tical Phariſees ; as unwilling then. as. he would. be 
to forego his Vices, ſo. unwilling will. he be to un- 
derſtand the Law againſt them ; much more to re- 
ceive a New one, which ſhall oppoſe him with: a 


more expreſs, and more peremptory Declaration. 
And. 
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And on this account it was, that all our Saviour's 
Miracles were not of force enough to convince them 
of his Authority : His fingle Sermon on the Mount, 
and the Holineſs there preſcrib'd, would never ſuf- 
fer them to be perſwaded by him. The Phari- 
ſees that were covetous, derided him. for his cha- 
ritable Directions : and thoſe who. brought the 
Adulterefſs before him,. and. were. not. guiltleſs 
enongh from the ſame Crime. to proſecute it far, 
as they left the Accuſation, ſo they fled from his 
Reproof. They all therefore ſought inſtead of be- 
ing inſtructed by his Words to have ſomething 
thence to inform againſt. him. As many Vices as 
there were, ſo many Adverſaries there.generally 
were to his Doctrine ; praCtical Prejudices, with 
which they were przpoſleſsd, as with ſo many 
Demons ; and which would not be perſwaded, nos 
argued out : for what had they to do with the Son 
of David? This is that Diabolical Race, which 

aid: him leſs reſpect than the Devils themſelves ; 

hey would not come out at his Command : but 
rather treated Him, as thoſe impure Spirits did 
the Sons of Sceva, fel upon him, and drove him out ;_ 
not remov'd him out of a Country by Intreaty, as. 
the Gadarens, but out of the World, with all De- 
fpight and Cruelty ; as the greateſt MalefaCtor of. 


the T bree ; as guilty of T reaſon againſt Ceſar, and of 
Blafphemy 
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Blaſphemy againſt God, becauſe guilty of Oppoſition 


to their Corruptions. 

For he that has no mind to be deny'd any fin- 
ful Pleaſure he indulges, or any ungodly Advan- 
tage he values, will be very averſe from hearing, 
that ſuch an Abſtinence 1s the Wil] of God ; will 
either cavil at the Meflage, and diſpute its Autho- 
Tity,or wreſt andinterpret it to his own Will. Nay 
ſo far, we know, Men otherwiſe of good Under- 
Ttendings , may be brought by- Adherence to their 
Luſts, as to deny the natural Notions of common 
Juſtice, aud to queſtion the being of their Maker : 
they will not comply with the Dire&ions he has 
given; and therefore they will neither know his 
Pleaſure, nor his Perſon : who is the Lord ? 

This is the great Impediment of Knowledge our 
Saviour here means ; a Dullneſs of Underſtanding, 
not for want of Ability, but Will to a PETR ; 
in thoſe who hear, and will not underſtand ; and ſee- 
ing ſee, but will not percetve ; becauſe their Heart is 
wazed groſs, and their Ears. are dull of hearing, and 
their Biel have they clos'd; le$# they ſhould ſee with 


their Eyes, and bear with their Ears, and underſtand 
with their Hearts, and be converted. 

Whereas on the other fide, if there were a W1l- 
Jingneſs to do God's Will, there would be no need 


of any great Intellefual Abilities to perceive it. 
"bp | The 
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The Duties of Juſtice and Mercy are eafily diſ- 
cernd by the meaneft .Capacity ; Judgment to 
come,Man naturally rebodl ;and the Being of a 
God, it is a Difficulty to the Underſtanding not'to 
allow : The Doubts and Obſcurities ariſe not from 
the Nature of the things to be confider'd, nor 
from the Weakneſs of the Faculty that ſhould 
confider, but from the Prevarication of our ſen- 
ſual Defires ; we are ſway'd by ſome indirect 
means, that appear not to have any Influence up- 
on us ; ſome little favourite contideration, which 
we are loth to own ; but by which we are govern'd 
effetually. 

Had the Auditors therefore of Chrift come rea- 
dy diſpogd to have obey'd God's Will, without 
any Reſerve for their own ; with no Inclination 
nor Paſſion but for his Service ; they would have 
Yerceivd the Almighty Power in the Miracles 
our Saviour did, and diſcern'd the Divime-Law in 
the Inſtructions he gave them : had they firſt ſtrip- 

d themſelves of their Prejudices, and their: 
| aft ; they would quickly have forſaken all the 
reſt of the World, and followed him. If the Re- 
velation of Moſes had prevailed upon them to. do 
God's Will with their whole .Heart, and whole 
Soul, the Nation of the Jews would have own'd 


their Meſrah : and had they been true Diſciples 
of 


h— 
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- of the Law, -and followed that their School-maſter ; 
.xt would have led them to Chris. 


This is the Afertion primarily intended by the 
Text, regarding thoſe who were then to receive 
the Goſpel : there remains the other , reſpecting 
us who have already received it ; If any one will 
do the Will of God, which he does know, he ſhall know 
it better. 

Now what was but intimated before, 1s here 
more exprelly to be obſerved ; that Knowledge 1s 
-of two kinds, the one femple, and ſpeculative ; 
where the Underſtanding conceives and aflents b 
it ſelf, our Will and AﬀeCtions ſtanding by, and 
taking no part: the other mizt, and compounded 
by the intervention of the Wall, where that 1s in- 
tereſted in what 1s to be aflerted, or praCtiſed, and 
anuſt concurr 1n the Allowance of it. 

And the firſt of theſe, even the ſpeculative, whe- 
ther it confiſts 1n apprehending what the Dorine 
means, Or:1n concelving its T-ruth and Reaſonable- 
neſs, 45 by PraQtice-both ways very much facili- 
tated and'confirmed. Jn Mathematical Sciences, the 
-way -of .performing a Problem, however demon- 
ſtratively.aſhgned., remains further to be verified 
Þy the Operation ; and in confiderations of Nature, 


the Will of God wrought by his own hands, the 
beſt 
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beſt method of Knowledge is that which is Expert- 
mental, and Works too ; which puts the Divine Ma- 
terials into our hands,and looks not only upon their 
Surface in ſome fingle View, but turns them, and 
furveys them on all tides ; weighs and examines, 0- 
pens and ſearches their inmoſt Recefſes.For this ſort 
of Truth, as Gold, is to be labour'd after, and dug 
for; and not to be judg'd only by the Sight, but by 
the Touch and the Scale, or by the Hammer and 
the Fire. And if this be true in the Speculation of 
what God himſelf has: been pleaſed to make, 
much more will it be in the Knowledge of that, 
which we, by his Command, are to Doe. For it 
can be no otherwiſe with the pratical Doctrine 
of God, than it is acknowledged to be in the Arts 
and appzas Profeftions of Men : where the true 
Infight is not ſo much from the Apprehenfions 
we may have by Diſcourſe and Meditation, as by 
Dealing in them, and being actually exercis'd and 
converſant about them : the knowledge of ſuch 
things as are to be done, ' which ariſes from our 
mental Conceptions,being but.as the rough Draught ' 
or firſt Lines of a PifFure; and that when it is con- 
ſummated by experience, as a finiſh'd Piece, rai- 
ſed with all its (St and Colours, Or ra- 
ther the Notional Knowledge is as the Picture, and 
the Active as the Thing it ſelf: the one being but 

| C in 
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in Imagination, and as a Dream ; and the other 
Real, and Solid, and Senſible. For whoever 1s our 
Inſtructor, and how plainly ſoever he may ex- 
preſs himſelf; we are yet to learn in things pra- 
tical, from Exerciſe and Uſe, the laſt Maſter and 
the beſt Interpreter. 

This obtains in the Arts of Government, or 
War, or Merchandiſe, in any of the Aﬀairs of 
this World : and holds as true in Ethical Know- 
ledge, and the Buſineſs of Religion. For as the 
Natural Philoſopher forbad the uninſtrufted inGeo- 
metry to enter his School ; ſo the Moraliſt has, it 
is known, diſcouraged his too Youthful Auditors 
as unfit for his Lectures: not only becauſe they 
might not yet patiently hear of Moderation of 
their Paſhons and Pleaſure ; but becauſe, till they 
had begun to practiſe it, they could not rightly 
underſtand it, not being yet, by reaſon of Uſe, exer- 
cis d to diſcern ſuch Good and Evil, Temperance, 
for example, is in this, like to the Pleaſures, from 
which it orders us to abſtain, that it cannot be 
conceived only from Words, muſt be taſted too, 
if we would know its Nature and its Reliſh. Ju- 
ſtice hkewiſe and Charity are beſt underſtood b 
their PraQtitioners : thoſe in any caſe of Di ul. 
Bens 1d prove better DireQors than the more 

ted Cafuiſlt ; -would folve and remove the 
= | Doubts, 
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Doubts, which theſe would ſerve only to intricate 
and to multiply. They wonld too by the Exer- 
ciſe of thoſe Vertues, ſee more reaſon for them ; 
more. of their Suitableneſs to the well-difpoſed 
Nature of Man, than Books could ſpeak, or The- 
ory diſcover. In hke manner ;' He that conftant- 
ly-and devoutly prays to his Maker, beſt appre- 
hends the Nature of the Duty, ' and beſttpercerves 
the Uſe and Comfort of it : better than thoſe who 
have heard, or made long Diſcourſes abont it. "The 
Meaning of the Lord's Prayer, is more fenfibly un- 
derſtood by' one that prays 1t. over to God, -ear- 
neſtly and concernedly, with Dependance on the 
Devint Greatneſs and Goadneſs, 1n reference to the 
daily Occurrences of his Life ;: than it-can be by the 
critical Conlideration of the/:beſt Commentator 
alone. And he that thus daily addrefles to his 
Father which is in Heaven, with a dutiful Refignats- 
on, and filial Truft, has more of ſatisfactory Aﬀu- 
rance and inward Peace, ' than-the Children of this 
wo imagine, -or he himfelf expreſs. _ 
thus , taking the Underſtanting by it ſelf, 
and unaffeted with our Wl, the Will of God is 
better known by being dane. Tf. done by others, it 
is more conſpicuous to us on their Lives, and bet- 
ter explain'd and illuſtrated by the Example!; but 
if by our ſelves, and made one of our own Acti- 
C 2 ons, 


20 A Sermon Preach d 
ons, it is then taken into us, habituated and in- 
corporated in us, intimately and intirely percei- 
ved. Whereas too all Humane Deſigns are general- 
ly fairer in the Idea, than the Pra&tice; on the 
contrary, the Divine Pleaſure muſt be more lik'd 
and approv'd , when it is reduced into Ac, and 
really exhibited, who ever ſhall put it in Execu- 
tion : but much more wall it delight us, if per- 
form'd by tour ſelves; it will then become our 
Pleaſure too, and we look back with the Sa- 
tisfaction of our Creator , and fee that All is 
good , which we have done, according to his 
Will. 
But ſecondly, if we confider this Knowledge, 
not formed by the Underſtanding only, but with 
the agreement of the Will ; as it is in all the Af- 
fairs of this and the other World : then Doin 
and Praftice will be found ftill more wo; 
fary for the advancing and completing it. For 
though in Matters of Knawledge the Will has no 
direct proper Concurrence , nor 1s the Conſent of 
it firictly neceflary to the Aﬀent of the Under- 
ſtanding ; yet it has ſuch a tacit but effectual In- 
fluence, ſuch a domeſtick conjugal Authority, that 
the Underſtanding is ſeldom firmly or long on that 
ſide, to which the other Faculty is not inchi- 
ned : and therefore as far as doing contributes to 
re- 
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reconcile, keep up, and fortifie the Will ; ſo much 
it prepares and diſpoſes for the preſerving, as well 
as the receiving, of Knowledge. 

Now the doing of God's W:ll, does operate on 
ours, with this threefold Advantage. 

1. The PraFice of the Duty takes off from the 
ſtrangeneſs of it , and removes all the imaginary 
Difficulty we fanfied to be in the Work, before 
we ſet upon it. The Task was before repreſent- 
ed to us, as ſome good Man may be to thoſe who 
have not practiſed him ; a rigid, moroſe, auſtese 
thing : Xs oven after Converſation, and ſome Fa- 
miliarity, there 1s nothing whoſe Company leſs 
offends, or which we better affect. While we keep 
off at a diſtance from the Exerciſes of Religion ; 
its Enemies, and ours, have a fair Opportunity to 
miſ-repreſent, and to raiſe up ſuch Imaginations 
in us as ſhall agree with their Intereſt : but if we 
would but approach, and make tryal, we ſhould 
diſcover the Calumny ; it would then appear, that 
there was no Lyon in the way, or at the end; and 
that the falſe Spies we had ſent forth to diſcover 
the Holy Land, had made to us a moſt unfaithful 
Deſcription: And may I not fay, that is with Re- 
ligion it ſelf; as with thoſe few edify Orders in 

1ſe-with us about it ? It is a burdenfome Yoak, 
an intolerable Impofition , unneceflary, fooliſh, 
any 
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any thing that DetraCtion ſhall think fit to ſay, 
to thoſe who are ignorant of it, and not well-ac- 
quainted with it : whereas if we came a little 
nearer, and experienc'd it our ſelves, we ſhould 
then begin to wonder at the unjuſt Surmiſes we 
were brought to entertain before ; and take no- 
thing to be more unreaſonable, and more vain, 
than ſuch Repreſentations as thoſe. 

For to give the Caſe of all Chriſtian Duties in 
the Inftance -of one, the Holy Communzon 5 how. 
many are they' who are well enough :inform'd, 
that it is a neceflary part of Divine Worfhip ; a Sa- 
crament to which we are as much obliged, as we 
were to the other ? And yet how are Men gene- 
rally kept off from it by ſtrange Conceits, ſuch 
as can have no place, but in idle Minds ? It is a 
Myftery, from which the profane and ungodly ſhould 
abſent : but to many, who are to be mn 
to come, it is the more a Myſtery, becauſe they 
come not at all. There 1s ſomethung m it, they 
know not what, they are afraid of : and the Action, 


inftead of being Reverend, is Frightful to them. 
Upon the thought of it there ts a Damp and Me- 
lancholy on their Minds ; though the Subject of 
1t be Thanks and Praiſe, and the Invitation be 
to a Feaſt, Though there be no more ſerious Con- 
feſſion of their Sins, than what they ſhould make 

every 
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every day ; no other Renunciation of them, than 
what their Baptiſm preſumes already ; yet they 
imagine ſome new terrible Work is to be under- 
taken, and that they ſhall-come under danger of 
Condemnation, if they go thither ; from which 
too they ſhall eſcape; if they ſtay away. 

Upon the firft Apprebenſrons of a God, no wonder 
if ſome natural feartulneſs ſeizes us ; and when the 
ſpiritual World 1s mentioned, Spedtres may ariſe 
in weaker Minds, and ſeem to ſtand in their way : 
but if they will but go on, theſe empty Shadows. 
will immediately diſappear ; and if we draw near 
to the Divine Majeſty, we ſhall not be amaz'd and: 
diſcheartened,- but affured and encouraged by that 
Gracious Preſence. 

Many vain Fears there are in the Chriftian War- 
fare, before which often the Raw and Unexperi- 
enc'd ſhamefully fly without a ftroke ftruck, to 
be cured, as we ſee, by Uſe and Action : and ſome 
groundleſs Averhon there may be to our Duty,. 
which the Practice of it will reconcile: but 
there ts beſides much real Danger, -and direct 
actual Oppoſition, to-be confidered in the ſecond- 

lace. | 
: 2. For to confeſs the Truth; we are not only 
as Strangers to the Will of God, but there is ſome-- 


thing within us, which 1s an Enemy to it, and wars 
| again} 
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again#t it : Rebellious Luſts, that would be wil- 
ling to make a Reſiſtance ; and watch all Oppor- 
tunities, to withdraw the Obedience of the Will, 
and to corrupt the Integrity of the Judgment. 
The Evidence of the 7ruth may have brought 
us to ſome Knowledge, and our Carnal Afﬀections 
were forc'd at preſent to ſuffer the Convidion of 
the Mind : And had the well-inform'd Soul been 
ativeand diligent, ſetting the Will on work, and 
employing it upon its acknowledged Duty, ſubduing 
and ſupprefling the contrary Inclinations ; it might 
then have gained an intire Conſent, and eſtabliſhed 
| for ever its ju5} Dominion. But if, on the other 
- fide, it be idle, and ſees not. to the Execution of 
its own and the Divine Pleaſure ; this is both a ſure 
Indication, that our ſenſual part remains too pow- 
erful ; and a ſad Prognoſtick, that it will quickly 
recover its ground, and, finally prevail. When 
the Convidtions begin to cool, and the.Impreſtons on 
our Mind grow fainter, then it will regain its force ; 
undermine, and at -laſt. ruine, the Knowledge that 
had been rais'd: It will again captivate the Un- 
derſtanding, and, like a barbarous Conquerour, put 
out its Eyes. + 
The very Omiſſton of our Duty impairs its Know- 
ledge. It is as a Sleep of the Soul, and under its T ruce 
-our Carnal Defſrres refreſh and gather ſtrength: there 
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is too a ceflation of Senſe, as well as of Moti- 
on ; a preſent Forgetfulneſs of God, and tempo- 
rary Ignorance of his Will. But if we are thence 
ingagd into Afual Tranſgreſſion, we then ayow- 
' edly contradi& his Precepts, and make open War 
againſt his Sacred Truths ; deſtroying, as far as we 
can, all the Records of them, and breaking not on- 
Iy the Commandments , but the Tables themſelves. 
The Knowledge of them is troubleſome and oppo- 
fing, and muſt be ſuppreſs'd. 

By Doing of any Wickedneſs a Blot is contracted ; 
which not only blemiſhes the Soul, but blackens 
and darkens it : Anda contrary Courſe of Repen- 
tance afterwards, is not more neceflary to atone 
for the Guilt, than it is to change the Depravation 
of the Mind, and to recover and re-eſtabliſh'its 
former Sentiments. For as there are ſome Vices, 
which naturally affe&t the Head, rendring it un- 
fit to think OY recolle&, and diſabling it for any 
Science: ſo. have All of them ſomething of that 
ſtupifying Nature, particularly 'indiſpoſing for 
Drvine Knowledge ; ſending up ſuch-Fumes, as by 
a peculiar Malignancy aflault and poiſon all No- 
tions of Goodneſs and Vertue, and mortifie the Spr- 
ritual Underſtanding, 

The Knowledge of our Duty, is as a Light ſet up 
within us, to be maintain'd of conſtant op, 

an 
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and in perpetual Motion. It may be obſcur'd by 
the ſhining in of the World, through our. Senſes 
and Imagination : it may be ſuffocated, if only b 
the Damp, ariſing from an earthy and yet not well 
purg'd Breaſt ; grow pale and dim, and then .go 
out : but by the ative Contrariety of wicked and 
ungodly Practices, it is certainly extinguiſh'd, 
drown as by many Waters. | 
So neceffary is the Exerciſe of our Knowledve, 
to its Preſervation. But then further, | 
3. By Doing of the Will of God, at length weat- 
tain to the Habit of Doing :t willingly ; and begin 
to have new Pleaſure in the Diſcharge of our Du- 
ty. According as our Carnal Aﬀedtions are fuppreſ- 
ſed, our Spiritual Defrres ariſe ; and upon the Mor- 
tification of the Old Man, the New Man grows up, and 
wo, rh the Conſent of the Sanified Will, being 
at laſt utterly and abſolutely given to the Afent of 
the Underſtanding ; and we not only allowing the 
Dofrine of God, to be true and reaſonable in the 
{peculation,but imbracing it with our whole heart, 
andintirely affedionate to it : proceeding ſo to the 
Knowledge of one farther Truth, deliver'd us'by our 
Saviour, and experimentally diſcovering, that Hzs 
Yoke is eaſte,and Burthen light ;that HisPaths are Paths 
of Pleaſure and Peace. This is the Seraphick State of 
Holy Men, who now believe not only what they 
have 
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have heard, but perceive and know what their 
Eyes have ſeen, and their Hands have handled, and 
their Souls have enjoyed, of the Word of Life. 
Then from the Heart, continuing its firſt Motion, 
and actuated with Devotion and Zeal, freſh ſup- 
plies of Spirits are ſent back again to the Head ; 
the Warmth of the Breaſt is inkindled into a 
Flame ; and New Light ſpringing up from that 
Holy Heat, the upper Sphzre of Man, like Hea- 
ven, - is full of Brightneſs and Foy. 

In this manner, the Knowledge of God's Will is 
to be improv'd by us ; It comes by Hearing , and 
may be imagined by Meditation ; but it really in- 
creaſes, ſtrengthens, and is fix'd, by A&tons of Obe- 
dience, and reducing it into Pradhyce. ' ; 

It is'not therefore to be-wonder*d, That ſuch 
as doe not thofe things which ave convenient, become 
of Reprobate Minds : and that they lofe the Know- 
ledge of God, -who like not to-retain it. Neither ſhall 
we admire, if there are thoſe who are in appear- 
ance always learning, but never come to the Knowledge 
of Chriſt, Their Ears itch, and they heap. up to 
themſelves Teachers ; but their Hands are 1dle, 
their Feet are ftraying, and their Souls have no 
Inclination to try, and to-obey. They have heard 
much, and fome Fancy of their Duty they'may 
have, or may ſpeak its Language; they have 
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wrote it may be, and can repeat : but the Repe- 
tition of all moral Diſcourſes ſhould be by Pra- 
Fice, and they tranſcribed into our Converſation. 
They edihe not, they fay, by this Man's Sermon : 
and by the Knowledge, from which they think they 
are edified, they may not be built, but puffed up. 
But how ſhould they edifiey who fit ſtill only and 
hear ? Faith being no more to be built up and 
finiſh'd by Preaching, than a Houſe would be ere- 
Cted by the Diſcourſe of the beſt Architect. Much 
leſs ſhould we expe&t a Superſtructure, if, as in 
the Confuſion of a Babel, their Afions agreed not 
with the Speech ; and what was endeavoured to be 
raiſed at the Ear, they, with the fools/b Woman, 
were ſtill pulling down with their hands, 

But this 1s to be the Conſolation of the zlliterate, 
if honeſt-hearted, Chriſtian ; that although there 
be thoſe that appear more knowing, are-skill'd 
in the Notions and Hiſtory of God's Will, can give 
an account of all the Diſputes of Chriſtianity, and 
can determine them ; yet that all this 1s but ſmat- 
tering and learned /gnorance, without any true 
Senſe, and ſound Fudgment ; that thoſe only are in 
the right Method of Divine Knowledge, who are 
obeying God, and obſerving his Will ; they are the 
Profound and the Illuminate ; and know the DoFrine 
as 1t ought to be known : their Light now ſhines be- 
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fore men ; and they ſhall ſhine as Stars for ever and 
ever. 

And may I further obſerve,that the RefleFion of 
our Saviour, which gives an account. of that contra- 
dition which oppoſes his Dofrine,gives too a reaſon 
of all the Differences and Debates that have been raj- 
ſed in it. For theſe would infallibly be much leſs, 
if not quite ceaſe, were thoſe, who eagerly diſpute his 
Will, as zealous and earnest to perform it : were not 
Men more warmly concer for the Honour and 
Intere$+ of their Party , or themſelves ; than nf 


are really deſirous to underſtand the Mind of Chriſt. 
For if any one truly gives himſelf up to do his 
W:ll; he-will not be apt to enter into needleſs 
Conteſts, about what . 1s not pracxcal; nor ſtrive 
moſt to know, what 1s not to be done : And then 
when he comes to the Queſtion, ſo much of his 
Lord's Will he will at firſt obſerve, as to be modeſt, 
and meek, and tradable; not ſuffer his Paſſons 
and Animoſities to join in the Enquiry : he will not 
bring ſo much as a Wiſh on one part, much leſs 
ſhall any bumane Pre-ingagements decide the. Contro- 
verſie. And 1f ſo, one cannot but think, ( and 
ſure we are not in this partzal our ſelves) that the 
Papal Infallibility, for Example, and their Tranſub- 
ſftantiation would be no longer defended, nor their 


groſs Fal/hcods be ſet up for Catholick Truths : Nei- 
ther, 
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ther, on the other fide, would ancient Laudable Pra- 
Fices be any longer 1dolatrous' and Antichriſtian. 
Were we not carnal, and walked we not as Men, fa- 
vouring our ſelves, and doing our own Will ; there 
might be neither Herefze nor Schiſm ; did we refign 
- our ſelves up to the Truth, on which fide ſoever 
it ſhould appear. And certainly the Sacredneſs and 
| Moment of the Cauſe, where God's Will is in queſti- 
'- on, would require ſuch a Caution, as, in lefler 
Matters, is inforcd by an Oath; that we ſhould 
judge without Favour and AﬀecFion, Hatred and 
Malice ; that thoſe at leaſt who take upon them- 
ſelves to Jjacge of his Law, ſhould judge righteous 
udgment. For what is fit to be ſaid after any Ac- 
cident that befals us by the Providence of God, is 
as proper to be premisd before a Diſpute concern- 
ing his Revelation : Thy will be done, O Father, which 
art in Heaven, And were our part of 1t done on 
Earth as it is in Heaven, it might almoſt be known 

in the ſame manner. 

Happy it would be for the Arts, ſaid an An- 
cient, 1f none but the Skilful and the Artiſts judg'd 
of them : and no leſs happy would 1t be for Re- 
ligion, if only the truly religious, and the ſincere 
Chriſtian, were to determine the Points in Diffe- 
rence, This Advantage would undoubtedly reſult, 

that 
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that the D:ſputers would not be very many; as 
well as that the Diſputes would be no more than 
neceſlary ; fairly debated, and ſoon compoſed. 
Whereas now all Religious Controverſies are ma- 
naged like Wars for Religion; rais'd, and fought 
not always by the moſt Religious Men. The 
Queſtzon 1s: concerning ſome Point of | Faith or 
Manners ; and ſhould be argued by Godly Spi- 
rits: But the World and the Fleſh, they come in 
and intermeddle ; and they are as Auzilaries on 
either fide, whole Intereſt it is the Cauſe ſhould 
never be decided. For were not Chriſtianity 
divided, * what Enemy would it have but thoſe 
its {worn Enemies, againſt whom it had declar'd. 
in Baptiſm? And againſt theſe it would then join 
its United Force in a Holy League, and never ceaſe 
until they were 1ntirely ſubdued. 

In theſe many Differences of thinking, concern- 
ing our Saviour's Perſon, and Pleaſure, we piouſ- 
ly hope, that he will mercifully conſider the In- 
frmittes-and Errors of Men, and accept the Ser- 
vices of the Well-meaning ; pardoning their Ig- 
norance and want of Diſcernment, 1f not too 
careleſs and too wilful. But leſt we betray: our: 
ſelves and others into a further Miſtake; we ſhall 
do well to take along with us this his Obſertart> 
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on; and remember that generally all our Ignorance 

is wilful, for want of Will to do God's Will. And 
when Ignorance ſhall come to be pleaded, an the 
day when He Jhall judge the ſecrets of mens hearts, 
it may then amount to no better an Excuſe, than 
if inſtead of ſaying, we did not Know his Will; 


| © we ſhould alledge in our Fuſtification, that we were 


not willing to Doe it. LIhrough our bumane In- 
firmity, we did miſtake in the Duties of our Re- 
ligion : but, our Infirmity was this, - That we 
were unwilling to obey. A much more abſurd 
return, than the careleſs Servant made in the Para- 
ble of the Talents : Lord, I knew that thou wert 
a hard Maſter, and didfſt expe&t Obedience at 
my hands; and therefore I would not under- 
ftand thee. 

But it is not our Duty only, to inquire the 
Will of God ; it 1s our Priviledge and Honour, to 
be able to underſtand it. Its Study is the nobleſt 
Exerciſe, and its Attainment the higheft Ambiti- 
on of a Rational Mind : the Knowledge fo great . 
a Favour, that we ſhould have endeavoured after 
it at any price ; Should have bought that Learning 
with the expence of our Liberty ; And to beper- 
mitted to Underſtand, ſhould have offered to Obey. 


That way the generous Appetite of Science, 
| ſhould 
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ſhould have mov'd in an Intelligent Creature ; : 
nor has God, in his ordinary method; vouchſafed 
to reveal himſelf to Man, on any other Conditi- 
on. His Diſciples are to be his vow'd Servants : 
to ſuch only will he appear, and certainly with no 
other will he Uwell. Ever fince the firſt un- 
orateful _ t to' Know his Will, by Tranſ- 
greſling it; a Readineſs to obey, has been made 
the "dads to that Knowledge ; and Obedi- 
ence, the Preſervative: the ver 7 Nature of his 
Dodrine requiring in us ſome Pradiſpolition, a 
probationary Obſequiouſneſs, without which. it 
will not be imparted ; and God having done it 
that Honour, as that the Unworthy ſhould of 
themſelves be render'd Unqualified and Uncapable, 
Juitly przcondemn'd to this Darkneſs now, to whom 
erved the blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. For 
the UngarY) ſays God, What ha$t thou to do with 
Law, ſeeing t _ to be reformed, and haſt 
of my Wards behind thee ? Be thou i ignorant as thou 
art, as thou pretendeft, or deſerveſt to be; and 
await the Iflue. For a Defire to Know, while 
we care not to Doe, 1s ſuch an impertinent, ſau- 
cy Curiofity, as can never .be gratified by. our 
Lord : and not to Doe, _ we already Know, 
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is ſo highly affronting, that there remains no bol- 
der a Preſumption , but to pretend to further In- 
formation ; nor can a lefler Puniſhment, for the 


Abuſe of this Knowledge , be expected, than its 
Forfeiture. | 


The Do&trine of God, however it may be 
eſteemed by Men, is valued by the Author ; a 
Talent , committed to the Hopeful only, and the 
Promiſing ; nor to any, but upon Account. If 
we put it to no Uſe, it will, of its own Nature, 
ruſt and diminiſh ; may be loft through Negli- 
gence, or ſtoln by our Enemy, or taken away by 
the Great Owner. But, if we exerciſe and em- 
ploy it, 1t will encreaſe and multiply, of it ſelf 
and by the natural Effe& of our Induſtry ; and 
will beſides be wonderfully bleſs'd and augmented 
by. the Special Favour of our Lord : who is gone 
indeed into @ far Country , but ſo, as ſtill to over- 
ſee, aſhſt, and dire, the honeft Care and duti- 
ful Labour of his Servants below. 


For, to our aſſured Encouragement, the mira- 
culous Power, that firft openly introduced the 
Chriſtian DoQrine, ſtill invifibly attends it ; to 
cheriſh, 
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cheriſh, as heretofore, the willing Beginning of 
its Diſciples, and to help on their obedient En- 
deavours. And this Will, whoever will Doe, 
not only will Know 1t in orderly Conſequence 
but he ſhall Know it, ſupernaturally enabled by 
Divine Grace : our Performance as certainly re- 
waxded here, with a progreffive Knowledge ; as 
it ſhall be hereafter, with the Joys of our Ma- 
ſter, and his Immediate Beatifick Vifion. 


